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THESE DAYS TOURISTS ARE LOOKING 
FOR MUCH, MUCH MORE THAN A 
PASSIVE EXPERIENCE

02: LUCIA VAN DER POST  |  ‘SAFARI SOCIETY – THE NEXT REVOLUTION’  |  FT HOW TO SPEND IT

Ever since we began to realise that the rush to the 

world’s most desirable spots looked as if it could 

end up destroying the very things we all wanted 

to see, those involved in tourism have been trying 

to work out ways of keeping the destinations as 

pristine as possible.”

“Today the new styled traveller still wants 

adventure – and he can get that – but he also 

longs for some sort of cultural experience, 

for insights and human exchanges that the 

old-style hunters were never interested in. 

So all over Africa new style safaris, to meet these 

new needs, are being evolved. Eco-tourism has 

long been the buzz word in all travel. 



03: PETER BROWNE  |  ‘TOP OF THEIR GAME’  |  CONDE NAST TRAVELLER

...small camps such as this are also very sociable, 

with new friendships sparked by intense, shared 

experiences. Returning just after dark one evening, 

for example, several of us were held captive in 

the dining tent by a lone bull elephant nobody 

had seen or heard arrive; the next day, an entire 

herd descended on the camp before breakfast to 

hoover up tamarind pods and use the acacias as 

scratching posts.. .”

“We walked on the cracked, dry bed of the great 

Katuma river and along hippo trails, and watched 

as a pride of lion patiently stalked a herd of 

buffalo. Returning later that day, we watched the 

lions feed until the sun began to set and it was 

time to head back to camp.

A REAL SENSE OF REMOTENESS



“When we arrive, the scene is almost biblical. 

Camels stand amid a backdrop of colours diffused 

by dust. With nightfall, the mica-filled sand glitters 

in the moonlight.

. . .Bathrooms painted the colour of blood red earth with 

seats made from the lower jawbone of an elephant

.. .There’s no electricity, just candles everywhere. 

There are only fi ve rooms, each made from cedar and 

canvas, each with a different river view. The furniture 

is extraordinary, designed by Anna using shells, 

ostrich eggs, and iridescent butterfl ies.

We just walk and walk and walk...”

AMONGST THE INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLE. . .YOU LEARN, 

YOU CONNECT

04: MARK SHAND  |  ‘THE LADY OF NAIROBI’
|  DEPARTURES – THE STYLE ISSUE



05: SOPHY ROBERTS  |  DEPARTURES  |  BLACK BOOK

“Vamizi’s beach is certainly the best I’ve seen ever 

and anywhere...two and a half miles of blinding 

white sand packed with pretty shells and the ocean 

bristles with flying fish...Jungle surrounds each 

residence, ensuring sightings of wildlife: crabs at 

your feet, bats swirling around your muslin-wrapped 

four poster bed and Samango monkeys whooping 

in the trees.”

ACRES OF VIRGIN CRUSHED-CORAL BEACH


